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WORKS ON LUTHER AND CALVIN 

Of the score of Qudlenschriften thus far published in G. Kruger's 
scholarly series none deserve a more hearty welcome than those pertain- 
ing to some phase or character of modern history; for, most distinctively, 
they fill a long-felt want. In the book under discussion another volume 
is added to the two already belonging under that category. It is, of 
course, needless to say that its primary object, like that of its fellows, 
is to serve the purposes of the seminar, and the book is planned accord- 
ingly ; but it may be well to point out that as a tool of a course in histori- 
cal methodology for sharpening the student's perception and strengthen- 
ing judgment the widely scattered materials here gathered have few 
rivals. But for the fact that they have been so far, except in a few 
places, not very readily accessible they would no doubt have been of tener 
put to that service. 

Above all, however, it is the supreme interest attaching to the 
important subject with which they deal that leads us to hail with delight 
anything that may illumine a situation still somewhat beclouded. 
Odious and futile as has been Denifle's attempt to vilify Luther's 
teachings — the excrescence, as he put it, of his moral bankruptcy — his 
partisan polemics had at least one good effect; for he caused Protestant 
historians, obliged freely to admit that his criticism of the Weimar 
edition was partly justified, to bestir themselves. Since then, with the 
added stimulus that has come from Ficker's publication, students in 
this field have centered their activities on the earlier years of the reformer. 
New questions in abundance have been raised, and there are many 
cases in which no agreement has been reached among scholars. That 
Grisar's voluminous effort would be definitive no one seriously expected; 
and indeed so many are the implied aspersions cast upon the hero of 
his so-called biography that one is inclined to be rather skeptical with 
respect to his self-alleged bona fides. We think that Professor Scheel 
was right in assuming that the mere putting together and judicious 
grouping of documentary evidence might aid in ascertaining the exact 
truth concerning the "beginnings of Luther." 

It cannot be denied that Scheel is exceptionally well equipped to 
perform the task; for we are already under obligations to him for an 

Dokumente zu Luther s Entwicklung {bis 1519). Sammlung ausgewahlter kirchen- 
und dogmengeschichtlicher Quellenschriften als Grundlage fiir Seminariibungen. 
By Dr. theol. Otto Scheel. Herausgegeben unter Leitung von Professor Dr. theol. 
G. Kruger. 2. Reihe, 9. Heft. Tubingen: Mohr, 1911. xui+146 pages. M. 3. 
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exceedingly thorough, if not very readable volume, entitled Die Ent- 
wicklung Luthers bis zum Abschhiss der Vorlesung iiber den Rbmerbrief." 
He does not essay to put before us all the evidence which might be 
presented — an undertaking which would, of course, have necessitated 
a much larger volume. There are no quotations, as might be expected, 
from Biel, or Augustine, or from the mystics; likewise all that may be 
found in Koehler and Stange has been discarded. Within these limits, 
the collection is fairly complete; at least, it suffices to show how the 
main thoughts in Luther's theology gradually grew in clearness. The 
dictate super Psaltermm have been put to good account, and there are 
seventy-five extracts from the newly discovered lectures on the Epistle 
to the Romans. 

Still, there are omissions which in some cases will be keenly felt. 
How much might have been added has in one instance — the journey 
to Rome — been indicated by Scheel himself. In connection with the 
contention that Luther was inspired by Hutten's Vadiscus, a number 
of passages in the comments on Romans severely criticizing existing 
conditions are very significant; we find in them the germs of what 
grew later to be the mighty appeal To the Christian Nobility. From 
the few short excerpts given we derive, however, a rather inadequate 
idea of what Luther really says (cf. Ficker, I, 2, pp. 30, 31, 272, 
300 f .). As Luther's tortures in his convent days have been interpreted 
by Braun as being "mystical exercises," the famous paragraph in the 
Resolutiones ought not to have been reprinted in an abridged form, 
and in order that the absurdity of this view might be more plainly 
seen, Weimar edition, I, 558, 25 f.; II, 688; and V, 620 f. should have 
been added. There are sufficient quotations to show whether or not 
there are traces of neo-Platonism (Hunzinger) in the comments on the 
Psalms, and the influence of the mystics, which of late has been greatly 
exaggerated, can also be studied. But in the extracts from Romans 
we miss several telling utterances bearing all the marks of the Theologia 
Paulina. We refer especially to the beautiful passage (Ficker, 1, 2, p. 44) : 

Cor enim credentis in Christum, si reprehenderit eum et accusaverit 
eum contra eum testificans de malo opere, mox avertit se et ad Christum 
convertit dicitque: Hie autem satisfecit, hie iustus est, hie mea defensio, 
hie pro me mortuus est, hie suam justitiam meam fecit et meum peccatum 
suum fecit. Quod si peccatum meum suum fecit, iam ego illud non habeo et 
sum liber. 

The extracts are chronologically arranged and numbered; there 
are 326. For didactic reasons the book divides into two parts, the 
second- and third-class sources being followed by the far more numerous 
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first-class material. But is it not conceding decidedly too much to 
Denifle to relegate to the first group even reminiscences found in the 
earlier writings, for example No. 94 (Resoluiiones) and No. 98 (Ficker 
I, 2, p. 273) ? 

Every extract is prefaced with a heading approximately stating 
its contents. Though on the whole that will prove helpful, it may 
sometimes be misleading. Chronological arrangement is what we 
naturally look for; but that might have been retained, if closely related 
materials, which are now woefully detached, had been gathered under 
a more general heading. It should not have been too difficult to find 
such headings, as, in the main, they would have been suggested by the 
problems now being discussed. Of course, retrospective references 
would be needed in case of recurrences. As the book, even in its present 
form, to a certain extent paves the way for the research student, the 
needs of the seminar could hardly be cited as an obstacle to making 
such a change. 

Here and there the Weimar text has been altered to accord with 
corrections made by Denifle (cf. 238), and wherever possible the text 
of the Erlangen Ausgabe has also been improved upon (cf. 8). Still, 
nowhere an attempt has been made at changing the faulty spelling and 
punctuation of the original. No. 115, sysiphmm (Weimar Sysiphium), 
and even isioneumque are retained. The great scantness and brevity 
of footnotes is likewise regrettable, as they would have considerably 
enhanced the usefulness of the volume. It is a pity, moreover, that 
there is no index, or rather, that there are no indices; for not only is 
a topical index wanting, but we also miss, to our great annoyance, a 
summing-up of the Erlangen as well as of other quotations. However, 
we have every reason to be grateful for two other lists contained in 
Scheel's introduction, a list of the principal books and articles drawing 
from these sources, and a list of the documents discussed by Denifle 
and Grisar with references to the respective pages of their works. 
Several misprints (p. 130, 20, a rudentia for a prudentia; p. 127, note, 
"No. 6" for "No. 7 "; and p. 56, 25, iquae for quae) have been overlooked. 

Arthur Hormann 
Wateetown, Wis. 

U Excuse de Noble Seigneur Jaques de Bourgogne, Seigneur de Palais 
et de Bredam is a product of the pen of John Calvin 1 with which, doubt- 

1 L'Excuse de Noble Seigneur Jaques de Bourgogne, Seigneur de Falais et de Bredam. 
Reimpremie sur l'unique exemplaire de P6dition de Geneve 1548 avec une introduction 
par Alfred Cartier. Deuxieme edition. Geneva: A. Jullien, 1911. 4opages. Fr. 15. 
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less, comparatively few scholars are familiar. All copies of the original 
edition, published at Geneva in 1548, had apparently been destroyed. 
The editors of Calvin's works, after extended but vain searches for it 
in France and Switzerland, were compelled to content themselves with 
a sixteenth-century Latin translation of the original — not, however, 
by the hand of Calvin — of which there exist a few rare copies. A few 
years later, however, a copy of the long-lost original edition was dis- 
covered in a private library. In 1896 a reprint of this long-concealed 
pamphlet, together with an introduction by M. Alfred Cartier, the 
discoverer of the work, appeared in the Bibliotheque d'un curieux 
founded at Paris by Alfonse Lemerre. This limited edition was soon 
exhausted so that it became almost impossible to obtain a copy. The 
work under discussion is an excellent reprint of this edition of 1896. 

M. Cartier's introduction, covering some seventy-five pages, gives 
an interesting account of the life of the Seigneur de Bourgogne and of 
the circumstances which induced Calvin to write his apology. 

A brief summary of the contents of the Excuse will convey some idea 
of the interest and importance of the pamphlet to the historian, the 
philologian, and the bibliophile. 

Beginning with a plea for the right of a man to be heard in his own 
defense, Calvin takes up the specific charges made against his client. 
To the first of these, namely, that he is a sectary, hostile to the Catholic 
Christian faith, Calvin replies by asserting his client's belief in the 
essentials of Christianity as expressed in the creeds of the church. The 
second charge, namely, that the Seigneur is an adherent of the Ana- 
baptist sect is answered by a denial of the charge and an assertion of 
the Seigneur's abhorrence of the sect. A discussion of the charges of 
disloyalty and disobedience to the Emperor makes up the remainder 
of the Excuse, being considered in three parts, namely, first: the Seig- 
neur's manner of life before his departure from the Netherlands; second, 
the nature and reasons for his departure; and third, the grounds for 
his inability to observe certain practices or accept certain teachings 
maintained by the clergy — in short a confession of faith and his reasons 
for adhering to it rather than disobey the dictates of his own conscience. 

In order to indicate further the value of this comparatively unknown 
product of Calvin's genius, I cannot do better than quote a few lines, 
freely translated, from M. Cartier's introduction. He writes: 

L'Excuse de Jaques de Bourgogne is a chef-d'oeuvre of its kind and con- 
tains pages worthy to be compared with that admirable epistle to Francis I 
which forms the imposing preface to the Institution of the Christian Religion. 
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Even if we were not informed by other documents of Calvin's authorship 
of the pamphlet, each of its pages is too deeply marked with the imprint of 
the master to leave us in any doubt about the matter. In this eloquent 
vindication of the rights of persecuted innocence Calvin appears very noble 
and truly great. With his superior reason, his depth of insight, his unim- 
peachable logic — that powerful dialectic which forces home its argument — 
he transforms defense into attack, foresees objections and refutes them in 
advance, leaving the adversary no time to recover his footing. Without 
neglecting the facts which he discusses with an adeptness which masters of 
judicial eloquence might well envy him, he is constantly enforcing the plea: 
it is for the truth ignored that he contends, for the imprescribable rights of 
conscience. Arrived at this height, the personal question is effaced, or rather 
it is mingled with the great cause for the triumph of which the reformer has 
consecrated his life. Not that he forgets the interests of his client in order 
to urge his own ends. The defense of Jaques de Bourgogne — a model of 
precision, of method, of vigor, and of clearness — carries conviction into 
every unprejudiced mind .... and in the presence of posterity makes the 
condemned of Malines the accuser of those who have prosecuted him. When 
addressing himself to Charles V the clever advocate neglects nothing which 
could appease a prejudiced and irritated judge. He does not forget, above 
all, that he speaks in the name of one who has remained a loyal and devoted 
subject notwithstanding the unjust severity he has suffered, yet the respect 
which he manifests toward the person of the emperor .... does not diminish 
in the least degree the proud tone or the dignified bearing of the advocate. 

It remains only to remind the reader that such a document reflects 
the age in which it was written, reveals conditions, social, intellectual, 
and personal, which are most illuminating. 

The fact that there has long existed a good Latin translation of 
the original and the further fact that copies of an earlier edition of the 
French original are still accessible — though with difficulty — makes the 
value of this new edition lie chiefly in the greatly improved form in 
which it appears and in the increase in the supply of copies obtainable, 
thus making a hitherto rare work easily accessible to a greater number 
of readers. 

A. Edward Harvey 

The University of Chicago 



WARD'S REALM OF ENDS 

These lectures 1 form a sequel to Naturalism and Agnosticism, like- 
wise delivered as Gifford Lectures which, as the author says, might 

1 The Realm of Ends, or Pluralism and Theism. (The Gifford Lectures, 1907-10.) 
By James Ward. New York: Putnam, 1011. xvi+490 pages. $3.25. 



